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The facades of the Grand Place
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Photograph of the Grand Place taken by a drone (© Utopix, D-ms, 2018).
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The Grand Place in Brussels is an imposing architec-
tural ensemble that owes its appearance to the renova-
tions and reconstruction work carried out after the 1695 
bombardment, as well as to the major restoration work 
conducted in the 19th century. It comprises a collection 
of Baroque-style houses displaying a multitude of differ-
ent influences, from the traditional and the Classical to 
the Italian Renaissance. These are all set out around a 
Gothic town hall.

The town hall and the Maison du Roi, which are public 
monuments, were listed in 1936. Interest then moved to 
the opulent houses that create such a prestigious envi-
ronment, drawing an increasing number of visitors. All 
the façades were listed in 1977, with this being extended 
to the interiors of the houses in 2002.

In the meantime, this heritage was recognised interna-
tionally on 2 December 1998, with the inclusion of the 
Grand Place on the UNESCO World Heritage List. This 
was based on two criteria:

Criterion (ii): The Grand Place is an exceptional exam-
ple of a perfect Eclectic blend of architectural and artis-
tic styles characteristic of the culture and society of this 
region.
Criterion (iv): Due to the nature and quality of its archi-
tecture and its extraordinary value, the Grand Place pro-
vides a remarkable illustration of the development and 
achievements of a Northern European merchant city at 
the height of its prosperity.

This international recognition was the starting point 
for new in-depth studies of these old buildings, and 
prompted the resumption of a series of major restora-
tions carried out on the façades of the houses. These had 
begun in the 1980s-1990s with Le Cornet/Den Horen and 
the imposing façades of Les Ducs de Brabant/Hertogen 
van Brabant, Le Roi de Bavière/De Koning van Beieren, La 
Balance/De Wage and Le Roi d’Espagne/Den Coninck Van 
Spaignien. This new phase began with the restoration 
of L’Âne/Den Ezel in 2004. The projects then continued, 
block by block, from 2008 to 2016. They culminated, by 
way of a finishing touch to this long-term operation, in the 
replacement of the T’Serclaes monument with a replica 
and the erection of a new statue of Saint Nicholas on top 
of the gable crowning the Le Renard/De Vos house. These 
final additions were made in 2016 and 2018 respectively.

La Brouette/Den Cruywagen. Detail of the façade (© HHU, 2015).
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